APPEKDIX.

PROFESSOR LANGLEY'S ACCOUNT OF HIS BOLOMETRIC OB-
SERVATIONS, AND CERTAIN CONCLUSIONS DEKIVABLE
FROM THEM.

THE author of this work has done me the honor to
ask me to write some notice of a research, on which I
am now engaged, in part supplementary to what is
given in the text. I do so with much pleasure, but
with the request that the reader will remember that
what he now reads has not yet become part of the body
of accepted scientific fact, but rests on my own state-
ment of opinion. He should also observe that it is
even thus given, not as exact but only as approximate
truth.

Although it is well understood that the expressions
" thermal," " luminous," and " chemical" rays are mis-
leading, and that we are, in the solar spectrum, concerned
only with one and the same energy, which is interpreted
to us in terms of heat, light, and chemical action, accord-
ing to the medium by which it is perceived, an experi-
mental proof of this can hardly be without interest.

Again, even if we adopt without reserve the doctrine
just repeated, we are still in danger of using the dia-
grams of the text-books, where three curves are given
for <fc heat/' " light," and " actinism," under the ex-